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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondent address^ 



Peri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIReIQ|,£«S^,_^MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, Inowever, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from tfie mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wilt be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for repty will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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status y 

^Responsive to conannunication(s) filed on 

^pn^his action is FINAL. 

^ □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



DIspositi not Claims 

/Claim(s) 
Of the above claim(s)- 



1- (S 



. is/are pending in the application. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



□ Claim(s)- 
^CIaim(s)- 

□ Claim(s)- 



Js/are allowed. 



is/are rejected. 
> is/are objected to. 



□ C!aim(s)- 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



Cj^fonmation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). ^ 
U Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 
□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infonmal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



Office Action Summary 



U. S. Patent and Trademarit Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 



Part of Paper No. 



•U.S. GPO: 1998-454-457/97505 
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•Application/Control Number: 71 1541 
Aft Unit: 2817 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the admitted 
prior art (fig. 8) in view of the Japanese ('3 13) reference (cited by applicants'). 

The admitted prior art (fig. 8) discloses the claimed invention except for the ground 
conductors of the coplanar line being connected to an upper ground plane on the second substrate 
"at an edge of the second conductor". 

The Japanese ('313) reference discloses an integrated circuit package using coplanar lines. 
Moreover, note that the upper (i.e. second) substrate (3) of the package comprises an upper 
ground plane (4). Furthermore, note that the coplanar ground lines (5b) are electrically connected 
by via connections (10c) to the upper ground plane at locations which are spaced along the edge 
of the upper (i.e. second) substrate (3). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious in view of the references, taken as a whole, to 
have modified the package of admitted prior art (fig. 8) to have included via connections 
connecfing the coplanar ground planes to the upper ground plane on the second substrate along 
the edge of the second dielectric substrate. Such a modification would have been obvious in view 
of the explicit teaching thereof by the Japanese ('313) reference. Note that such a modification 
would have been consistent with analogous via connections already provided in the admitted prior 
art, but would have provided the advantageous benefit of forming such via connections in a much 
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easier manner (i.e. via connections can be easier formed along an edge of the substrate as 
compared to the interior body of the substrate), thereby suggesting the obviousness of the 
modification. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Benny Lee whose telephone number is (703) 308 4902. 

B.Lee "vN^Wl / 

November 1 5, 2002 BENNYT. iS 
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ART UNIT 2817 



